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Does horse sport have a future?
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Opinion | Equine athletes must be spared When does use become abuse with horses? World-
from some of the worst abuses class gathering tackle complex question

Trying to identify and define where use of horses becomes abuse

Read our stories!
was explored at World Horse Welfare's 25th conference. , A

Posted on 14/11/2022

3 The Unknown Emotional and
@ Physical Lives of Sport Horses

Marc Bekoff Ph.D. The upcoming Olympics highlight shortcomings in current
Animal Emotions regulations
Grand National sparks animal welfare German modern pentathlon coach (¢ {o]in]=)
debate after three horses die at Aintree - thrown out of Olympics for punching
VideO horse KEY POINTS
* Many who enjoy watching equestrian sports and love horses do not
Kim Raisner had tried to assist Annika Schleu on Saint Boy imewhow s horses ate yrested Delnd the scense;
Schleu left ring in tears as she failed to control mount * Author Julie Taylor argues there isn't much that people can reasonably

demand from sport horses without detracting from their wellbeing.
-

L:‘: * Seeing horses living naturally in their family or bachelor bands without
t" - interference of humans could help reverse their image as sport animals.




The context, 2024

° ° ° e o Saturday, Nov. 2, 2024 THE CHRONICLE
GB's Dujardin given provisional ban | OF THE HORSE

and out of Games

News Sports Features Magazine Forums Marketplace Advertising

Updated: Helgstrand Removed
From Danish Team After TV
'S ’

<7 A Expose

Medal-winning rider appealing eight- ‘The horses don't choose
month suspension over training video to take part’: should

| a o equeStrian Sports be
0 O @

removed from the
Olympics?
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IONOS A video of dressage champion Charlotte
Dujardin whipping a horse caused

Create your website in shockwaves last week - and it wasn't an

seconds with Al isolated incident in the sport

Your digital partner By Elle Hunt




The Work of the Commission in 2022 @ IdHorse

Key findings were:

Global surveys in English, French & Spanish * Twoin five (40%) only supported the continued involvement of horses in sport if their
welfare is improved, while 60% said there should be more safety and welfare measures
in place in horse sports.

* 16% felt their confidence in protection of horse welfare in sport had been impacted

Respondents from the equestrian Respondents from the general . . .
P ; P g negatively over the past 2-3 years in response to media coverage.

community from 116 countries public across 14 countries

* Over half (52%) felt that horse welfare should be prioritised more in communications.

* One in five (20%) did not support the continued involvement of horses in sport under

An d suc h any circumstances.
concern is
I n ter n at I O n a.l y a.n d Th'evl;u'b'h'c';ur\;e; sh'oweélt'hag 6'7%o'ft'h'er')ublvlc r_e.s.pondents said that they were
- . concerned about the involvement of horses in equestrian sport. Not only were people
I S C O m I n g fro m concerned about whether horses enjoyed being involved in sport, the public wanted to see

those within horse

improvements in welfare standards.

The majority of equestrians have concerns regarding equine wellbeing (75% or
sport as well as e s
those outside of it

It is not just ‘the public’ but also those inside sports which use
animals who have concerns




. In the public space,the use of animals in sport is being singled out and
!l. being treated as ethically different from every other human use of a
i non-human animal

A“IMA[ Fighting Animal Abuse . .
& Promoting a Cruelty-free Lifestyle PROGRESSIVE
EAIH Thelssues Veganism Getlnvolved News Events Shop Education AboutUs . PVA VETERINARY
ASSOCIATION
Home » WS

»  Cruelty of Eque n Sports: The Olympics Must Go Animal-Free

Cruelty of Equestrian Sports: The
Olympics Must Go Animal-Free

I t . I l
Posted on the 24th July 2024 a C I g

Charlotte Dujardin, a dressage champion for Team GB, has withdrawn from the 2024

Paris Olympics. This is due to recently-surfaced footage, taken four years ago of her

i\ whipping a horse repeatedly around the legs. The PVA believes that horses and greyhounds are
subjected to harsh and inhumane treatment in the

O tminstoread name of sport and entertainment; racing-induced
. . . injury due to excessively difficult jumps or
Survey indicates strong veterinary support inappropriate speeds and terrain are common and
' more often than not lead to euthanasia, and the use
fOl' tougher ru1e5 oi ammal SpOl'tS of whips and training techniques that cause

prolonged stress are key issues. We hold the position
that it is fundamentally unnecessary to exploit
animals for entertainment in today's society, when
countless alternatives exist.



The use of animals in sport is being presented as the

same as other uses of animals in ‘entertainment’
VA PROGRESSIVE
VETERINARY
ASSOCIATION

Animals in entertainment

ANIMALS DON'T WANT TO

Racing

The PVA believes that horses and greyhounds are

uk f {inhumane treatment in the

tainment; racing-induced
jury dus Iy difficult jumps or
inappropriate and terrain are common and
more often than not lead to euthanasia, and the use
of whips and training techniques that cause
prolonged stress are key issues. We hold the position
that itis fundamentally unnecessary to explait
animals for entertainment in today's saciety, when

Blood sports

Each year t f millions of ‘Game’ birds are raised
which these
bircis are raised and released raises Serious welfare
concerns, their inaccurate shooting can leadtoa
prolonged and painful death, and the management of
these animals has a significant impact on wildlife and
the surrounding environment. Despite the banning of
hunting animals with hounds, recent hard evidence
has documented that fox hunting continues under
the guise of ‘trail hunting’. The PVA believes that

Fashion

he PVA mals used in fas s part of
i ] at us volous ann many other
ves are avallable. Farming of animals

S cally for fur rabbits, chinchillas, mink) er

cr dilians for leather are key examples which the
PVA opposes and methads of euthanasia are often
extremely inhumane.

TERTAIN YOU

countless alternatives exist. hunting with hounds should be terminated through a
combination of legal measures, increased
punishments for offenders, and pressure from the
veterinary profession so to do.

NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT | EUROPE

Should the use of animals in sports be
banned?

Anne-Sophie Brandlin
)4/29/2024

Fighting Animal Abuse
& Promoting a Cruelty-free Lifestylc

Sport and Leisure

Horse racing
Circuses

-rom dog races to bullfighting and circus shows — animals have historically been used in sports and for
entertainment. But critical voices to curb or even ban their use are getting louder.

f X v




m-' 3. The discussion is progressing from sport to riding more generally

2|  (but not to keeping dogs as companions) —it’s a ‘slippery slope’

UR NEWS WEBSITE OF THE YEAR 2024

@be @elegfapu News Sport Business Money Opinion Ukraine US election Travel Health Life:

UK news Tory leadership Politics World Health news Defence Science Education Envi

Why it might be time to stop riding horses

The Charlotte Dujardin scandal was the latest in a long line of equine controversies and,
perhaps, we should get out of the saddle for good



Should there be a future for horse sport?



Ethical analysis of using animals In sport

=~ | f) Listen | p

Research Article

Ethical Justifications for the Use of Animals in Competitive
Sport

Madeleine L.H. Campbell &
Received 15 Aug 2022, Accepted 24 May 2023, Published online: 28 Jul 2023

Ij Check for updates

&6 Cite this article & https://doi.org/10.1080/17511321.2023.2236798

‘When deontology, utilitarianism and virtue ethics are each used to
consider the question ‘Is the use of animals in sport ethically
justifiable?’, only absolutist rights theory leads to a negative

conclusion’
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There Is nothing ethically distinct about using
animals in sport

ANIMAL
WELFARE
FOUNDATION

S:.. = . 8 =
= Track fatality rate for licensed greyhound racing in GB in 2023 = 0.03%

= Track fatality rate for all BHA racing = 0.18% in 2023

Article | Open access | Published: 28 April 2022
Life tables Of annual Iife expectancy and monality for 11Ul \ I 17 ’\.'gl -J, WS U Wl D 1S 1 1 lu’ (= L9 QE‘.’ Ve Lullv LUNIWD VUL WA U'VI\./I\'I,' MuowliYoeoell Mo uwid,.
companion dogs in the United Kingdom Jack Russell Terrier (12.72 years; 95% Cl: 12.53-12.90) and French Bulldog (4.53 years; 95

Cl: 4.14-5.01) had the longest and shortest life expectancy at age 0, respectively. Life table

Kendy Tzu-yun Teng &, Dave C. Brodbelt, Camilla Pegram, David B. Church & Dan G. O’Neill

Scientific Reports 12, Article number: 6415 (2022) | Cite this article




(There is nothing
ethically distinct
about some
competitive sports
compared to
others)



‘Two wrongs don’t
make a right’

DEBATE

‘Vets must be strong advocates for
animal rights’

Steven McCulloch, Buropean veterinary specialist in animal welfare science, ethics and law, argues that
the veterinary profession must support animal rights, but not the abolition of animal use.

ANIMA Lrights are maral or legal
entitlements that animals either

have or ought tohave, Generally,
theveterinary profession is seen
asbeing opposead to animal rights,
but I believe that this opposition is
misplaced and based on a namrow
and problematic understanding of
rights Indeed, this stance actually
contributes to thewidespread
suffering of thevery patients we are
charged to protect Instead, Iwould
argue that the profession should bea
strong advocate for rights and lead the
debate on what sorts of rights animals
should have,

Whatdo I mean by thevet
profession being oppoesed to rights?
Many of us will have been involved
in corwersations dismissing animal
rights, but perhaps one particular
glaring omission of rights is in the
BEVA’s animal welfare strategy ‘Vets
speaking up for animal welfare’.”
Despiteits 28-page discussion of
welfare, duties, ethics and law, it
neglects a single mention of animal
rights

The concept of animal welfare
can beused tolay the groundwork
to discuss the nature and purpose of
animal rights. The speciesweuse in
society, which the profession hasa
duty to protect, are sentient, meaning
they have conscious subjective
awareness and welfare interests. They
havelives that can gowell or badly
and that matter to them.

There are two main theories of
rights First, theinterestbased
theory halds that rights are valid
entitlements to protect important
interests. Given thevet profession

Steven McCulloch

Steven McCulloch is 3 senfor lecturerin
human-animal studies at the University of
Wincheste, and head of research atthe
Conservative Animalwelfare Foundation.

VET JORD 117 June-1 July 2023

recognises that animals are sentient
and have welfare interests, under
this theory itwould support rights to
protect those interests.* The second
is the choice-based theory, which
holds thata subject must be rational
and autonomous to have rights.

The choice-based theory denies

that animals have rights because
they areinsufficiently rational and
autonomous,

Asa profession, how should we
judige between these two thearies?
Given that rights are entifi aments
to protections, it seems logical that
animals with welfare interests, not
justrational animals, deserve rights
In contrast, under the choice-based
theory, the subjects most vulnerable
and in need of protection- young
children, the severely mentally
disabled and animals - are denied
rights,

So, why do vets object to animal
rights? Since the 1980s, the term
‘animal rights’ has been used to argue
for the abolition of animal use. The
abolitionist animal rights position
holds that animals have fundamental
rights against suffering and being
killed. For example, given that
farming involves killing animals,
fundamental rights would lead to
abalition of thelivestock industry and
veganism.

Veterinary bodies are right tonot
support abolition. The raison d’etre

of the vet profession is to protect
public health and safeguard animal
welfare, Veganism, while a growing
trend, represents a small minority

of the population. If the BVA, for
example, were to support abdlition

of farming then ancther crganisation
would simply fulfil itsrdle In aliberal
democracy, it iswider sodety that must
decidew hich sorts of rights animals
have The veterinary profession should
have a key role in the debate, but it
cannot determine the outcome

Despite this, rather than engage
in the debate, the profession
erally dismisses animal rights.

Butthis position is incoherent and

unsustainable. First, rightsand duties  Distnissing

are correlative, like twosides ofa coin,  ¥Yights

Aspolitical and legal philosapher contributes

Joel Feinberg has argued. animals to the pitiful

already do haverights’ Forinstance.  gnforcement

Section9 of the Animal Welfare Act in

England and Wales arguably provides of walfaro

protected animalswith the rightto

have theirwelfare needs met. And as

legal theorist Visa Kurki writes, the

welfarist position - permitting society

to use animals, while protecting their

welfare— is ly compatiblewith

enforceable rights to protectwelfare.*

Second, given the status of rights

in contemporary political and legal "‘;l’:"‘f:mk

discourse, dismissing rights simply ing up for animal

leads to weaker protections. Itwill welfare: BVA an-

contribute to the pitiful enforcement MM;":{:

ofwelfare laws in the UK and bitly, 3§JY.

globally.’ Moral and legal rights are f“:—”ed 13 June

entitlementsto protectimportant 5 I;i‘tzlxh P

interests, Ifthevet profession On thevirtue of

dismisses the notion that animals solidarky: animal
rights, animal

have rights, why should we expect werlfaten and

govermnment, public authorities and animals’ Aghts to

oourts to uphold those rightswhen Y

making policy, deciding budgets and

injudicial alings?

As a profession, let’s stop

dismissing rights for our patients.

Going forward, thevetprofession

must engage inrights discourse

to protect the welfare of sentient

animals The question isnot can,

do orshould animals haverights,

the relevant question iswhat

sorts of rights should animals

have Should French bulldogs

havethe right to breath properly

(#breedtobreath)? Should female

pigs haverights against severe

confinement in stalls and farrowing Urited Kirgdom.

crates (#thecrateescape)? Should all 2022. bigsf

domesticated animals have the right

to a life worth living? @




Jo Hockenhull

CHANGING REIN

» Changing Rein
Karen Luke and Meta Osborne

Q Add

Join friends, Karen Luke and Meta Osborne, as they take a
lighthearted and lively look into the serious task of making

equestrian sport and racing sustainable i...
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To safeguard animal e
welfare, rather than I'AIN YOU i\
‘advocating for animal L
rights’ we should ask
the question ‘is it
possible for animals
being used for purpose
X to have a ‘good life’ (OI' 144. The male chicks hatched in layer hatcheries cannot be said to have a life

cre worth living. Although they typically have an appropriate ambient temperature and
at IeaSt Ps | ||fe \"."[o] rth are protected from disease, they are often not provided with a source of hydration
- y and opportunities to enjoy positive welfare are entirely absent. These chicks do not
I 1V1 ng )? experience maternal care, they live in an entirely artificial environmental and they
have no opportunities to exercise choice or to explore their surroundings. It would be
ethically desirable to reduce the number of chicks experiencing this low quality of life
to the minimum number possible given the current state of technology. The female
chicks have similarly low welfare while within the hatchery and, moreover, are likely
to be waiting in trays contained within wheeled modules for onward transportation for
several hours or even overnight. However, for females, this poor welfare may
potentially be offset by opportunities for positive welfare during their future lives.




What should the future of horse sport look
like?
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Article

An Ethical Framework for the Use of Horses in Competitive
Sport: Theory and Function

Citation: Campbell, M.L.H. An
Madeleine L. H. Campbell Ethical Framework for the Use of
Horses in Competitive Sport: Theory
and Function. Animals 2021, 11, 1725.

https:/ /doi.org /10,3390 / anil1 1061725



The use of horse Iin sport is ethical provided that

Ethical approach

* Negative welfare effects are minimised and positive welfare effects
are maximised

* Avoidable, unnecessary risks are identified and mitigated against
* Governing body reqgulations and the law are complied with



Welfare: ‘lives worth living’ and ‘good |

Negative welfare effects are minimised and positive welfare

effects are maximised

Lives worth living?

J  'Can they suff
s Bentham, English philosopher,
1748-1832.

Bentham'’s dictum has been the foundation
of British policy on the welfare of farm
and other animals for the past two
centuries. Indeed, an historical review

of British legislation reveals only minor
changes in the expectation that animals
should net suffer, once it was recognised
that they were more than chartels. The
Animal Welfare Act 2006 in England

and Wales and similar legislation in
Scotland now requires that an animal’s
needs are provided. These needs are based
on the Farm Animal Welfare Council’s
(FAYW/C’s) ‘Five Freedoms’ T hese were

first promulgated in 1979 and have their
arigins in the 1965 Brambell inquiry inte
the welfare of animals kept under intensive
livestock husbandry systems. The Brambell
inquiry concluded that more was needed to
protect animal welfare than just preventing
wanton cruelty.

[ I ¢ em Ve T0CUSE V
provision of basic needs. Christopher Wathes, ( 1an of t

welfare is a logical development in man's
humane treatment of farm animals,

At first sight, the nortion of ‘a life worth
living’ may scem strange when considering
afarm animal. Yet, it is very familiar to
many veterinarians and farmers who are
often called upon to cull, in a swift and
humane manner, animals in ill health.
Regularly, judgements are made about
an animal’s welfare, such that if it's not

and negative experiences are counted.
Traditienally, veterinarians and stockmen
have been keen observers of negative
expetiences and associated affective states,
such as pain, anxiety, fear and discomfort
The FAWC's proposal entails equal
consideration of pesitive experiences and
their affective states too (for example, play

and contentment), as the best observers
have always done. There is also a role to
develop the concept of ‘iceberg indicators”
of weltare; that is, the key physiological,
behaviaural and psychological signs of
wellbeing that indicate that all is well, such
as body cendition, normal behaviour and
alertness. Just as the sighting of an iceberg
signals that 90 per cent of its bulk is below
the water line, and we ignore its tip at our
peril, so iceberg indicators are critical signs

19



Can we recognize negative welfare impacts?

Sue Dyson: Double video explanation of equine
ethogram for recognizing lameness and pain

TONGUE OUT

HIGH HEAD

)‘Ij’;‘\\ \/\/hl(’h h()rse
PN

is in pain?
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eding stallions Follow Himnd Sky
imunicating through "social bars" whi
r stalls for social contact at Gut Schoi
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Time for a re-think?

» Tack

» Dressage tests

» Dressage judging — a ‘behavioural indicator’ judge? Al?
» Showjumping — number of rounds? Heights?

* Eventing — order?

* Young horse classes?

23



The future of horse sport should be one in which
every horse lives a ‘good life’

We use welfare and behavioural science to
consider impacts on the horse’s lived
experience (beyond the Five Domains;
ethograms)

Minimisation of negative welfare impacts is
non-negotiable

We strive to better understand positive welfare
impacts and to make opportunities for
experiencing those available to horses (big or
small)

We research risks to keep making currently
unavoidable risks avoidable, and then we
mitigate them.

We recognise and celebrate the mutually
beneficial relationship between horse and
human




How do we realise that future?

» Honesty — about where we are and where we need to go.

= Explain ‘good lives’ and how we enable them

= Call out ‘bad actors’

» Regulators

» Everyone else — ‘safeguarding’; ‘shared responsibility’

* A ‘Community of Practice for the Ethical Use of Animals in Sport'

= Riders, regulators, vets, welfarists and competition organisers from countries including Australia,
NZ, Asia, Western and Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Northern America, representing all
FEIl equestrian sports, horseracing, polo, carriage driving, endurance, the Pony Club, the BHS,
BETA, greyhound racing, and sleddog racing. Please join us!

Madeleine.Campbell@Nottingham.ac.uk
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