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Does horse sport have a future?
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Context
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The context, 2024



....And such 
concern is 
international, and 
is coming from 
those within horse 
sport as well as 
those outside of it
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In the public space,the use of animals in sport is being singled out and 
being treated as ethically different from every other human use of a 

non-human animal
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The use of animals in sport is being presented as the 
same as other uses of animals in ‘entertainment’
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3. The discussion is progressing from sport to riding more generally 
(but not to keeping dogs as companions) – it’s a ‘slippery slope’



Should there be a future for horse sport?
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Ethical analysis of using animals in sport

‘When deontology, utilitarianism and virtue ethics are each used to 
consider the question ‘Is the use of animals in sport ethically 
justifiable?’, only absolutist rights theory leads to a negative 

conclusion’
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▪ Track fatality rate for licensed greyhound racing in GB in 2023 = 0.03%

▪ Track fatality rate for all BHA racing = 0.18% in 2023

There is nothing ethically distinct about using 
animals in sport



(There is nothing 
ethically distinct 
about some 
competitive sports 
compared to 
others) 

12



‘Two wrongs don’t 
make a right’



Jo Hockenhull



To safeguard animal 
welfare, rather than 

‘advocating for animal 
rights’ we should ask 

the question ‘is it 
possible for animals 

being used for purpose 
x to have a ‘good life’ (or 

at least a ‘life worth 
living’)? 



What should the future of horse sport look 
like?
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• Negative welfare effects are minimised and positive welfare effects 
are maximised

• Avoidable, unnecessary risks are identified and mitigated against

• Governing body regulations and the law are complied with

The use of horse in sport is ethical provided that

Ethical approach
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Welfare: ‘lives worth living’ and ‘good lives’

Negative welfare effects are minimised and positive welfare 
effects are maximised
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Can we recognize negative welfare impacts? 
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Can we recognise positive impacts?
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Are there ‘lines’ we need to reconsider? 

‘Faster, higher, stronger?
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▪ Tack

▪Dressage tests

▪Dressage judging – a ‘behavioural indicator’ judge? AI?

▪Showjumping – number of rounds? Heights? 

▪Eventing – order?

▪Young horse classes?

Time for a re-think?



▪ We use welfare and behavioural science to 
consider impacts on the horse’s lived 
experience (beyond the Five Domains; 
ethograms)

▪ Minimisation of negative welfare impacts is 
non-negotiable

▪ We strive to better understand positive welfare 
impacts and to make opportunities for 
experiencing those available to horses (big or 
small)

▪ We research risks to keep making currently 
unavoidable risks avoidable, and then we 
mitigate them.

▪ We recognise and celebrate the mutually 
beneficial relationship between horse and 
human

The future of horse sport should be one in which 
every horse lives a ‘good life’
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▪Honesty – about where we are and where we need to go.

▪Explain ‘good lives’ and how we enable them

▪Call out ‘bad actors’

▪Regulators

▪Everyone else – ‘safeguarding’; ‘shared responsibility’

▪A ‘Community of Practice for the Ethical Use of Animals in Sport’: 
▪ Riders, regulators, vets, welfarists and competition organisers from countries including Australia, 

NZ, Asia, Western and Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Northern America, representing all 
FEI equestrian sports, horseracing, polo, carriage driving, endurance, the Pony Club, the BHS, 

BETA, greyhound racing, and sleddog racing. Please join us!

  Madeleine.Campbell@Nottingham.ac.uk

How do we realise that future?



Questions?
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